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The Commands of Our Lord

“You Must Be Born Again”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.

This is a bit of a departure from the commands of our Lord in the sense that this “command” is not something that we can do for ourselves.  We did not have anything to do with our physical birth and we also have nothing to do with our spiritual birth.  However, without being born again we do not have access to God so it is a “command” in the sense of a requirement.  
John 3:3 “Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."”

There is much confusion in the world and among some Christians as to what Jesus meant by saying that we must be born again.  I hear people ask if someone is a “Born-Again Christian” but if one is a Christian he has been born again and if someone has not been born again he is not a Christian.  The phrase is redundant.  I have also heard the phrase used in a venomous fashion meaning that the “born-again person” is a fundamentalist who is to be ridiculed or ignored.  I remember hearing President Carter saying that he was a “born-again Christian” but I am not sure what he meant by such a self-description since it is really redundant.  Even though I am a Christian and therefore have been born again I would not describe myself as a “born-again Christian” because there is no other kind of Christian.  The entire background has to do with how one understands himself to have been born physically and why another birth is required.  Nicodemus was correct in his misunderstanding of Jesus since their encounter was apparently the first time such a concept was mentioned.  
John 3:1 “Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews;

John 3:2 this man came to Him by night, and said to Him, "Rabbi, we know that You have come from God as a teacher; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him."

John 3:3 Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."

John 3:4 Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born, can he?"

John 3:5 Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

John 3:6 "That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

John 3:7 "Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again.'”
Nicodemus was a Jewish ruler so he came to Jesus by night hoping that nobody would see him coming to this trouble maker.  He recognized Jesus as someone very special and he was very curious.  Nicodemus was flabbergasted at the statement by Jesus and when first hearing such a statement it would indeed sound very strange and his reply is not unusual.  Jesus explained it to him by informing him that a physical birth is not enough to enter heaven.  There has to also be a spiritual birth for a person to see heaven.  Jesus went on to explain that this second birth is not something that someone sees with earthly eyes but only the Holy Spirit causes the second birth and nobody can cause it to occur.  
John 3:8 “"The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit."

John 3:9 Nicodemus answered and said to Him, "How can these things be?"

John 3:10 Jesus answered and said to him, "Are you the teacher of Israel, and do not understand these things?

John 3:11 "Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak that which we know, and bear witness of that which we have seen; and you do not receive our witness.

John 3:12 "If I told you earthly things and you do not believe, how shall you believe if I tell you heavenly things?”
Nicodemus was a teacher of Israel but did not know of this required spiritual birth for he was rooted in the physical nature of “religion” and depended upon his works.  But Jesus said that only by a spiritual birth could one see heaven.  Nicodemus did not understand that what is only physical cannot enter into the spiritual.  
Peter elaborated a bit on the concept also:
1Peter 1:3 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,”

1Peter1:23 “for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and abiding word of God.”
Our first birth (our physical birth) brought us into the world as sinners at enmity with God.  Nobody but Jesus was born pure and remained pure in physical form.  Only God is pure.  Nobody seeks God and nobody comes to God unless He acts first to lead us to Him.  
Psa 14:1 “The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." They are corrupt, they have committed abominable deeds; There is no one who does good.

Rom 3:11 “There is none who understands, There is none who seeks for God;”

John 6:44 "No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.

So although being born-again is a requirement for entrance into heaven only God can cause someone to be born spiritually.  Praise God today for His work in your life to draw you to Him and to cause you to be born spiritually so that you can understand His Word and eventually join Him in heaven.  
